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The happenings take place in the hall of an abandoned manor house which is in a ruinous state.  

It is very dark. There is dust and cobwebs everywhere. The walls are empty. 

There are pieces of furniture here and there, in a very bad state: chairs, tables, sideboards, and 

different objects that combine to give the place a theatrical and disquieting appearance.  In the 

centre of the stage: an old and mouldy rug.  

Suddenly the noise of a door opening is heard. Then: undistinguished murmuring. Afterwards, 

silence. The scene is illumined with torch lights coming from the left side of the stage. Then the 

following dialogue takes place, still unseen on the stage.  

 

ANNE (from beyond the stage) - Where do we go?  

BECKY (from beyond the stage, afraid) - I am going back!  

ROSE (from beyond the stage) - I don’t know. Which way do you want to go?  

BECKY (from beyond the stage) - Listen, I am telling you all that I am going!  

ANNE (from beyond the stage) – Let’s look that side, let’s see what is there.   

BECKY (from beyond the stage, shouting) - Can't you hear me?? I want to get out of here!!  

ALL (from beyond the stage) - Shhhht!!  

KATE (from beyond the stage) –There is no need to shout.  

BECKY (from beyond the stage) - But you are not paying any attention to me.   

ROSE (from beyond the stage) - Let’s see that side, come on.  

 

ANNE, BECKY, KATE and ROSE enter the stage from the left side. BECKY hides behind KATE, and 

frightened looks to all sides. They all carry a backpack and a lightened torch.  

 

KATE- This place will do.  

ANNE- Are you sure?  

KATE- It’s perfect! It’s … big, there is lots of space. And there is a table. We all fit inside and we 

will even be able to sit and eat. Look, there are chairs.  

BECKY - I don´t like it.   

ROSE- I would like to be closer to the door.   



4 
 

BECKY - Yes, yes, closer to the door.   

ANNE- Are you people afraid?  

ROSE -  Afraid? What do you mean by that! But here…. There is no fresh air at all. And there is 

lots of dust.  

KATE- Well, it’s true that nobody has cleaned here for years. 

ROSE- What if there is a fire - do you see all this furniture? The nearer we are to the door, the 

better.  

ANNE- You better admit that you are afraid.  

ROSE- It is not true!  

ANNE- Then we will stay here.   

  

Pause. ANNE and ROSE look at each other as if challenging each other 

 

ROSE- Ok, so be it.  

 

ROSE takes off the backpack, leaves it on the floor, opens it and looks for something inside.  

 

BECKY- But I am afraid!  

ANNE- You should have said so before! We decided that we would come to spend the night 

here - we decided it all together, don’t you remember? Now you have to stick to it. And if you 

don’t like it, you will have to leave our gang.  

KATE- There is no need for you to talk like this.  

ANNE- I am fed up, that’s all! Since we arrived in the forest she has not stopped complaining!  

KATE- You are no one to tell her to leave the gang. 

ANNE- Don’t you see? She is really afraid!  

KATE- So what, maybe she is afraid. But she has come, hasn't she? She is frightened; but she is 

facing her fear - that is really courageous. (Looking at BECKY) She knows that as long as we stay 

together nothing will happen. We have to trust each other. She trusts us and knows we will 

not fail her, that’s why she will stay. (She approaches BECKY) You will stay, right?  

BECKY (after thinking for a minute)- Yes.   
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KATE takes the backpack off from BECKY’S back and places it on the ground. Then she does the 

same with her own backpack. ROSE takes a sleeping bag out of her backpack and places it on 

the ground. The others follow her example.  

 

ROSE- Where are they? Where can they have gone?  

ANNE- That’s right, they should already be here.   

KATE- So much dirt!  

ROSE- Maybe they are on the upper floor.  

ANNE- They won’t come. They talk big, but you will see, finally, they won’t come. So maybe 

there is no need to spread our sleeping bags out.   

KATE- I don’t think they are on the upper floor, we would hear footsteps.  

BECKY- You think so?  

ANNE (to KATE) - And how do you know?  

KATE - Because this is a very old house. The ceiling is made out of wood. And the wood is old, 

so I am sure it makes noise if you walk around.  

ROSE- Why don’t we go and check it out? I mean, check out if they are on the upper floor.  

ANNE- If you say so…  

BECKY- Wait a minute!  

ROSE- What now?  

BECKY- I think I heard something.   

ANNE- Where?  

BECKY (pointing upwards to the ceiling) – It came from there.   

ANNE- Are you sure?  

KATE- Let’s go and check it out.   

ROSE- I am sure it’s those fools. I will go that way. (Points to the left)  

ANNE- And I tell you they are afraid and they won’t come, but if you wish, we can go and check 

it out. I will go that way (pointing to the right). Are you coming with me, Kate?  

KATE- Ok.  
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ANNE- What about you, Becky?  

BECKY- Are you crazy? I am not moving from here.   

ANNE- As you wish.  

  

They all leave through the side they have chosen, but Becky stays back, alone. She hears 

rustling.  

  

BECKY- Wait, wait, don’t leave me alone! Rose! Rooose!  

 

She runs out from the left side. The stage is once again almost completely dark.  

 

Pause. A very faint sound of a door opening is heard. Then: The sound of whistling of air.  Then 

some footsteps are heard. Suddenly a match is lightened. We see the forms of JOE and DAVID 

in a diffused way – maybe we even see their faces – entering from the left and carefully 

walking on the stage. Suddenly a noise is heard, somebody shyly knocking on a door. Next we 

see JOHN entering from the left side. All three of them carry backpacks. DAVID is the smallest 

one amongst them. 

 

JOE (talking angrily to JOHN) - Are you a fool or what?  

JOHN - Why?  

JOE - Why are you knocking at the door?  

JOHN – I don’t know…  Maybe there is someone inside.   

JOE- Who do you want to be inside? The ghost of the dead? 

DAVID- Stop talking nonsense!  

JOE- Shut up yourself.  

DAVID- I don’t want to.  

JOHN- I thought maybe they are here, inside. And if we just went in suddenly, we might have 

scared them.  

JOE- Who?  

JOHN- Well… the girls.   
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JOE- You truly are a fool! I tell you they won’t come!  

JOHN- Ok, but what if they have come?  

JOE- Just leave it be, will you? I don’t want to fight with you. Where are the torches?  

 

The stage lightens up softly with the light of their torches.  

  

DAVID- I feel like John, I would not like it at all if suddenly someone came in, it would give me 

the fright of my life.  

JOE- I wouldn't be frightened.   

DAVID -  Sure.   

JOE- I tell you I would not be frightened! And I tell you those foolish girls will not be coming at 

all.  

JOHN- How do you know?  

JOE- You will see.   

DAVID- And I tell you they will come.   

JOE-  Shut up, you buffoon.   

DAVID- Hey!  

JOHN- Hey, don’t talk to him like that.  

JOE- It’s true, he is a weakling. But he is lucky that I am his brother, and I will teach him to be a 

true man like me.  

DAVID- Before becoming like you I would prefer to remain a buffoon.  

JOE- David, you are overdoing it and I will...!  

JOHN (interrupting JOE, and pointing with his torch to the backpacks of the girls) -  

Hey, look!  

  

The three of them point with their torch lights to the girls'  backpacks. Pause.  

  

JOHN- Well, they have arrived here before us.   

DAVID (to JOE) - See! See how I was right?  
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DAVID laughs.   

 JOE- What is the matter with you, what is so funny?  

DAVID (laughing)-With me? Why? I am totally serious!  

JOE- Maybe these are not their backpacks, John.  

JOHN- If they are not theirs, whose backpacks are they?  

JOE- Well… (Tries to find another explanation, but doesn’t succeed)  

JOHN- We have to face it, Joe: they have come and not only that, they have also arrived before 

us. It's not going to be as easy as we thought.  

DAVID – What happens now?  

JOE- Well, we will have to spend the night here, like them.  

DAVID (a bit frightened) - Really?  

JOHN- Of course, until one of the two gangs becomes too afraid and runs away first.  

DAVID- I hope they become afraid soon, because I don’t like this place at all.  

JOE- Are you afraid?  

DAVID -  Me, afraid? Not at all!  

JOE- I hope not, because we are not afraid either, are we, John?  

JOHN- Where do you think they have gone?  

JOE- I have no idea.  

JOHN- Maybe they are upstairs.  

DAVID- You think so?  

JOHN- Maybe they are inspecting the house. Old houses are always inspected from the top 

floor first.  

DAVID- And how do you happen to know that?  

JOHN- One always starts with the attic, because it’s there where the most interesting things 

are kept: trunks full of souvenirs, pictures, furniture, pieces of junk…  

JOE- There is also furniture here.   

JOHN- I am sure in the attic there are many more things, and  much more interesting.  

DAVID- And what do you want to go there for?  

JOHN- To see where the ghosts live.  
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JOE- Ghosts?  

DAVID- What is the matter, Joe? Are you afraid? Maybe it is you who is the weakling! 

JOE- Shut up you buffoon! 

DAVID (mockingly, singing) - Joe is afraid, Joe is afraid!  

JOE (threatening) - Shut up now or I’ll beat you!  

JOHN- Will you please stop fighting? We have to be respectful, and very careful. Ghosts don’t 

like people fighting in their homes. They want to rest in peace.  

JOE- What nonsense! I don’t believe in ghosts.  

DAVID- Well, I do.   

JOE -  Really? Since when do you believe in them?  

DAVID - That’s none of your business.   

JOHN- Ghosts are suffering souls.   

JOE- What do you mean?  

JOHN- I mean that their souls cannot rest in peace because of their guilt, because of something 

terrible they did when they were alive. So do not cause them any more suffering and don’t 

fight here.   

JOE (mockingly) - Oh I see, the poor things! Don’t go on John, or I will start crying.  

JOHN- Don’t be so foolish, I mean it.   

 

A noise of crackling is heard. Silence.   

 

DAVID (frightened) - It's coming from upstairs.  

JOHN- You see? Now they are angry.  

JOE- Someone is there, upstairs.   

DAVID- What do we do?  

JOHN- I don’t know.   

DAVID- Shall we leave?  

JOE- What do you mean by that! I am sure it’s just those crazy girls. 

JOHN- What if it’s the ghosts?  
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JOE- What is the matter with you? Are you afraid?  

JOHN- No I am not. But an angry ghost can be dangerous.  

JOE- Anyone is not a chicken, follow me.    

 

Starts going towards the right side. Stops at the right end of the stage.  

  

JOE- Are you coming with me or aren't you?  

 

DAVID and JOHN look at each other. Finally they go towards him and the three of them exit 

the stage from the right side.   

Pause. A faint howling is heard, it could have been made by the wind. Suddenly lights are seen 

on the left of the stage. The following dialog takes place from beyond the stage.  

 

BECKY (from beyond the stage, frightened) - What was that?  

ROSE (from beyond the stage, nervously) - I don’t know.   

BECKY (from beyond the stage, frightened) – Did you hear it as well?  

ROSE (from beyond the stage, nervously) – There is someone here.  

BECKY (from beyond the stage, frightened) – Don’t talk like that!  

 

Lights are seen coming from the right end of the stage. The following dialogue also takes place 

from outside the stage:  

  

DAVID (from beyond the stage, frightened) - It sounded like… like….  

JOHN (from beyond the stage, nervously) – Yes, like some kind of a howl.  

DAVID (from beyond, frightened) - Have you heard it as well?  

JOE (from beyond the stage, nervously) - Where did it come from?  

JOHN (from beyond the stage, nervously) - I don’t know, I think from that side, but I am not 

sure.  

JOE (from beyond the stage) - Well, if someone is there, we will find them!  
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BECKY and ROSE enter from the left side, walking backwards and focusing their torch lights 

towards the left side. JOE, JOHN and DAVID enter from the right side walking backwards and 

focusing their torch lights towards the right side. Finally their backs collide, they are scared and 

scream out. The torch lights fall on the ground and they pick them up very fast. Finally they see 

and recognize each other.  

 

BOYS- You!  

GIRLS (at the same time that the boys) - You!  

DAVID- My! What a scare!  

BECKY- Same with me!  

JOE (bragging) - Hey, not us! The only ones who got a fright are you girls!  

 

BECKY, out of sheer nervousness, starts hitting JOE, chasing him all around the stage. JOE 

protects himself without hitting back.  

 

BECKY- So what did you expect? You scared us to death! I almost got a heart attack! Don’t you 

know how to knock on the door before entering? 

JOHN- See what I told you, Joe? One has to knock at the door!   

JOE (avoiding the blows as much as possible) - Can you please stop it now, girl?  

BECKY- I don’t want to!  

DAVID- Hey, leave my brother alone!  

ROSE- Stop it now, Becky!  

 

BECKY is still angry, but she stops beating JOE. Pause.  

 

BECKY (crying and hugging ROSE) - I am so scared.  

JOHN- What hysterics! 

ROSE- Don’t be rude. We all got a fright.  

JOHN- But she behaved like a crazy person.   
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JOE- She is so afraid!  

ROSE- It’s not true.  

BECKY- Yes, it is true. I am so afraid. (Starts crying) I am sorry. I would like to be more 

courageous. But I am not. (Talking to ROSE) I am making us look like fools.  

ROSE- Don’t talk like this.   

DAVID- I am also afraid.   

JOE- What nonsense are you saying?  

DAVID- It is the truth. She should know that she is not the only one who is afraid.  

JOHN- David, there is no reason why you should help her. It is them who became cocky and 

challenged us to spend the night here. And on top of that they were mocking us saying we 

would not last all night.  

JOE- And she is not part of our gang.   

DAVID -  So what? (Talking to BECKY) - You know what my mother did when I was small and 

had misbehaved?  

JOE- David…  

DAVID- What?  

JOE- Don’t tell her!  

DAVID- I will tell her if I want to! (Talking to BECKY)- She would lock me in a dark room. Not for 

long, just for five or ten minutes, but that is time enough to become afraid of the dark. Once 

she left me inside for half an hour, because the telephone rung and she forgot about me.  

JOE- Stop it now, David!  

DAVID- I don’t want to! And what about you? When you did something wrong, you would hide 

under the bed and you would not come out again until mum was not angry anymore!  

JOHN- And why did you not hide under the bed?  

JOE (talking to JOHN, angrily) – Sure, you just encourage him to talk more!  

JOHN - So what? Can I not ask?  

DAVID- He wouldn't make room for me under the bed. He said that if he did  mum would find 

us both and she would lock both of us in the dark room.  

JOE- But that time, when you spend half an hour inside, it was me who opened the door so you 

could come out.  
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DAVID- Sure, because Mom was talking on the phone on the other side of the house and you 

knew she would not see you.  

ROSE - Fine, but there is no need for you to fight now.   

BECKY - Thank you for telling me about it, David.  

DAVID- You’ re welcome.  

JOHN- So was it you, who was howling like that?  

ROSE -  Us?  

JOHN – Yes, you. (Pause. They look at each other) Wasn't it you? (Silence)  

BECKY- Oh my God!  

ROSE- We haven´t done anything! We thought it was you.  

DAVID- Oh my God! 

JOE- No, it was not us, either.   

 

Pause. They all look at each other uneasily and then they start looking around.  

  

ROSE- Maybe the howling came from Anne and Kate.  

JOE- Have they also come?  

ROSE- Yes. They have gone that way. (Points to the right side)  

JOHN- But - we have just come from there.   

JOE- Yes, and we didn´t see anything.   

ROSE- Have you gone upstairs?  

JOE- No.  

BECKY- They wanted to go upstairs.  

JOE (talking to JOHN) - You see? No ghosts.  

ROSE- Ghosts?  

BECKY- Oh my God!  

JOE- What happened is that John heard some noise coming from upstairs, and he said that it 

was the ghosts living in the house. He said we have bothered their suffering souls.  
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ROSE- Seriously?  

JOHN- Yes. And it can be very dangerous.  

ROSE- Don´t talk nonsense!  

JOHN- Yes, yes, you make fun. But we have all heard some howling and it wasn’t made by any 

of us.  

 

Small pause.  

 

ALL (but JOHN) - Oh my God!  

DAVID- Maybe we should go.  

BECKY- That’s a good idea, I have been telling them for a long time already that we should go.  

JOE (from the right end of the stage)- I am telling you there are no ghosts! There is nobody 

here! Do you understand! Nobody!  

 

KATE enters from the right end of the stage.  

  

KATE -  Hi.  

 

JOE screams, frightened, and jumps aside. JOHN, DAVID, ROSE and BECKY laugh.  

After KATE comes ANNE.  

  

KATE- What is it?  

ROSE- Nothing. Joe was telling us nobody is here…. 

BECKY- and then you suddenly entered and… I had to laugh so much! 

JOE- Ok, enough of the teasing!  

KATE- I am sorry, I did not want to scare you.   

JOE- I am not scared.   

ANNE (talking to the boys) - When did you arrive?  
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JOHN- A while ago. Is this the place you chose to spend the night?  

ANNE (challenging) - It is. Do you have anything to say against it?  

JOE- Is there no better place?  

ANNE- If you want to, you can go upstairs and check it out.   

JOE- Hey don´t you start bullying me!  

ANNE- I will do whatever I want to do.   

KATE- Anne...  

ANNE (talking to JOE)-  Don´t you dare go upstairs alone, will you?  

KATE- Anne, stop it.  

JOE (talking to ANNE)- Of course I´ll go.  

  

JOE is about to go out on the right side of the stage, but KATE stops him.   

 

KATE- Don´t waste your time, the house is very big, but the rooms are very small, we wouldn´t 

fit inside anyone of them, all of us.  

ROSE- You want us all to sleep in the same room?  

KATE- I don´t know ...  It would be safer, wouldn't it?  

ANNE -  Seriously? You want us to sleep in the same room with these fools?  

KATE- That way we can keep an eye on them. Imagine, otherwise they might want to go home 

back to Mommy in the middle of the night, taking advantage of us sleeping in another room, 

because they are so afraid.  

JOE- What are you talking about?  

JOHN- How could we go? We would lose the bet.  

JOE- I don´t care about you girls, we are going upstairs. (Talking to DAVID and JOHN) Come on, 

boys.  

JOHN- What about them? Maybe it’s them who will go, taking advantage that we are upstairs 

and not here with them to check upon them.   

JOE (thinking) - You are right. We better stay here and keep an eye on them.  

ANNE (mockingly, to JOE)- I hope you don´t snore.   
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JOE (mockingly, to ANNE) - And I hope you don´t have nightmares!   

ANNE (angrily) - Oh you...!  

KATE- Ok, stop it now! Now hurry up and prepare everything because our torches might not 

have enough battery! 

 

JOE, DAVID and JOHN take the backpacks off their backs, and leave them on the floor. They 

take out the sleeping bags and spread them out on the floor. 

 

BECKY (talking to DAVID) - And your father didn´t do anything about it?  

DAVID- What do you mean?  

BECKY- When your mother locked you in a dark room.  

JOE (who was listening to the conversation) – My father couldn´t do anything because he had 

gone to war, like everybody else. That is why my mother was so restless. But once the war 

ended and our father came back home, everything returned to normal. didn't it, David?  

DAVID- Yes.  

BECKY- My father also went to war. He even got a medal and everything.  

DAVID -  Really?  

BECKY- Yes. My mom says he was very courageous, and that he killed many enemies.  

DAVID- On which side did he fight?  

BECKY- I don´t know. Is that important?  

DAVID- In wars there are always two sides.   

BECKY- Which ones?   

DAVID - Well... the side of the good and the side of the bad.   

BECKY- I am sure my father fought for the good side.  

 

Apart from the sleeping bags, everybody starts bringing other items out of their backpacks, 

toothbrush, tooth paste, water-bottles, blankets, etc. 

  

ROSE (talking to ANNE and KATE) - Did you find anything interesting?  
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KATE- Nothing. Everything is broken and very dirty.   

ANNE- The wooden floors are half rotten. There was a moment when the crackling was so 

strong we thought the floor would give in.  

KATE- But the building is so huge. Anybody knows what it used to be?  

JOE- It used to be a health resort. But it was abandoned when the war started.  

KATE- Now I  understand why there are so many rooms! 

JOHN - Have you gone up to the attic?  

ANNE- Yes, and there was nothing. Only holes in the roof, so it was very cold.  

JOHN- You haven't shouted at any point?  

KATE- No, we haven’t. Why?  

ROSE- Down here we heard something like howling. It wasn't you?  

ANNE- No.  

DAVID- It’s the ghosts.  

KATE- It´s not the ghosts! Ghosts do not exist!  

DAVID (even more afraid) - Then maybe it was zombies!  

KATE- I am fed up with all your horror stories! There is always a logical explanation for 

everything, do you understand! So stop thinking like a child once and for all! 

JOHN- Everybody knows this place is haunted.  

JOE- It’s true. Nobody wants to come around here when there is a  full moon. On those nights 

you can hear wails and moans.  

JOHN- And crying also.   

ROSE- They are right, Kate. And even when there is no full moon, strange things happen. 

Everyone who has been here tells you things that make your skin creep.  

ANNE - Do you remember Sam, the owner of the restaurant? Once when he was looking for 

mushrooms, he got lost in the forest. He finally arrived here and had to stay overnight, 

because it was raining so much. Next day, when he came back to the village, he was very 

frightened. He said Death had appeared before him.  

JOHN –And that very night he had a heart attack that almost killed him.  

KATE- Sam has got an ailing heart, everybody knows that. And you know, if it’s so dangerous to 

come here, why did you want to come, and especially today, on the night of the full moon?  

ROSE- Kate, don't start all over again.  
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ANNE- You know that already, Kate, we had to prove to these foolish…  

JOE- Hey!  

ANNE - ... that we are not weak and afraid, so that they stop talking nonsense about us, and so 

that they realize we are far more courageous than them.  

JOE- That, you have yet to prove, girls, the night is still very long. (Talking to KATE) And you 

better stop complaining, because the idea to come and stay overnight was your idea, girls, not 

our idea.  

KATE- You truly think you are making a point by staying here overnight? 

JOE, ROSE, ANNE and JOHN (at the same time)- Yes!  

KATE (talking to BECKY and DAVID)- What about you? You aren't saying anything at all?  

  

As this conversation was going on, BECKY and DAVID had crept into their respective sleeping 

bags and were now fast asleep, lying very close to each other.  

  

ROSE- I can´t believe that! They have fallen asleep!  

ANNE- And they were so afraid.  

JOE- Hey, my brother is not a weakling, do you hear! 

JOHN- What a cheek! So why don´t you tell him that directly! 

JOE- So  that he doesn´t get too full of himself.  

KATE- Well, if they could fall asleep, so can we. Come on, let’s get into our sleeping bags and 

go to sleep.  

JOE- Listen, don´t tell us what to do.   

KATE- Well, do whatever you want.  

 

KATE, ANNE and ROSE crawl into their sleeping bags. JOE and JOHN look at each other, 

hesitating.   

 

JOHN- What shall we do?  

JOE- Well...  let’s get into our sleeping bags - but because we want to, not because they tell us 

to.  
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JOHN and JOE get into their sleeping bags. JOE starts looking for something in his backpack.  

 

JOE (unhappily) -  Oh no.   

JOHN- What's the matter?  

JOE- I forgot my blanket at home.   

JOHN- So what are you going to do?  

JOE- I’ll have to stick it out. What do you want me to do? You don’t have a spare one, do you?  

JOHN- No.  

ROSE- I have a spare one.  

JOE-  Seriously?  

ANNE- Rose, what are you doing?  

ROSE- I am helping him out. I have brought two blankets with me, just in case it is very cold, 

but it’s not really that cold.   

JOE (proudly)- Don’t worry, I don’t need it.   

ROSE- You are going to feel cold.  

JOE- It doesn’t matter.   

ROSE- Don’t be a fool, Joe, take it.   

 

ROSE offers the blanket to him. JOE hesitates. Finally he takes it.  

 

JOE- Thanks.  (Covers himself up with the blanket) Weeell … good night, Rose.  

ROSE -  Good night.   

ANNE- I am hungry.   

ROSE- Did you not have dinner?  

ANNE- No.  

ROSE- But did we not agree to have dinner before leaving home?  

ANNE- I know, but at that time I was not feeling hungry at all.   
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ROSE- You didn’t bring any food?  

ANNE- No. I thought you would.   

JOHN- I brought biscuits with me.  

ANNE - Biscuits?  

JOHN- Yes. And ham. Wait.  

  

JOHN looks into his backpack.   

 

ANNE (while JOHN is looking in his backpack)- Listen, I don’t need it really, I can easily wait 

until …. 

JOHN (offering biscuits to her) - Take them, they are butter biscuits. I can’t find the ham.  

ANNE (immediately taking the biscuits out of his hand) - Thanks, they are fine like this.   

 

ANNE starts devouring the biscuits heartily.   

 

JOHN -  Good night.   

ROSE-  Good night. Anne, don't switch off your torch. Its better if we leave one torch alight.  

ANNE (talking with a full mouth)- Fine.  

 

JOE, JOHN and ROSE get comfortable.  ANNE keeps eating until she has finished off the biscuits. 

Then she lies down on the ground, ready to sleep. Just then, at that very moment, some 

knocking is heard from the left wall. ANNE jumps up and screams, scared. The others wake up 

startled, asking, “What happened?” “What did you see?”, or just screaming also.  

 

ANNE- Did you hear it?? Knocking on the wall!!  

KATE - Calm down.  

ANNE - It was very loud!! Like when you are very angry!!  

JOHN- Ok, ok, that’s it. Calm down!  
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He looks inside his backpack. He takes out a glass and a small bag and goes to the centre of the 

stage.   

  

JOHN- Give me some space.   

 

The others obey, baffled.   

 

JOE- What are you going to do?  

 

JOHN opens the bag and takes out two pieces of cardboard, which he carefully places on the 

ground.   

 

JOHN- We will make a magic board, with special numbers and letters. This way we will know if 

there are any spirits here, and if they want us to go or if they will allow us to stay.  

JOE- You are crazy.   

BECKY –How do you do it?  

JOHN (placing the glass upside down in the centre of the circle he made with the two 

cardboards) - It is very simple: you put the glass upside down in the middle of the circle, you 

put a finger on the glass and you ask a question. If there is any spirit here, it will move the glass 

towards the “yes” or the “no” in order to answer your question. If you ask him any names, 

here are all the letters. And if you ask him any numbers, numbers are also here.  

DAVID- Does it work?  

JOHN- Usually it does. That is, if the spirit doesn’t mind getting into the glass, of course.  

BECKY- Oh, my God!  

JOHN- But for it to work, all of us present here must place the finger like this.   

 

He shows them how to do it. Slowly all of them but JOE, put their fingers on the glass.  

 

ROSE- What about you, Joe?  

JOE- What? I'm not going to participate. I don’t believe in ghosts.  
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JOHN- Fine.  

 

JOE looks at them maliciously without their realizing it and hides behind the furniture, with a 

mischievous expression in his face.  

  

JOHN (talking to the others)- It is best if we switch off the torches, the result will be better. 

Spirits don’t like light. Yes, that’s fine. Now close your eyes and focus the energy of your minds 

on the glass. Concentrate…. Concentrate… (Small pause. With a solemn voice): If any spirit is 

here, let it manifest to us.  

 

Suddenly JOE sounds a firecracker from his hiding place. They all scream and shout, scared.   

 

JOE (coming out of his hiding place, laughing)- That was really great! What fun!  

 

The rest of them, understanding what had happened, look tensed at him. Pause.  

 

JOE- It was just a joke. Don’t you have any sense of humour?  

 

THEY ALL jump angrily upon JOE, but he escapes them, running towards the left. They follow 

him, abusing him and threatening him. Once the stage is empty, a hidden door opens, a door 

that was camouflaged in the wall, and that was not seen until now. From inside that door a boy 

comes out, IAN, with a candle in his hand. He looks around carefully.  

 

IAN- They are on the upper floor, you can come out now.   

 

SARAH comes out of the camouflaged door. She is a girl, smaller then IAN. Both are dirty and 

they are dressed in rags. Their shoes are broken. Maybe they don’t even have shoes. During the 

conversation that follows, SARAH coughs here and there.  

 

SARAH- Finally!  

IAN- Where have you been?  



23 
 

SARAH- I wanted to see them from up close.   

IAN- You know that’s very dangerous!  

SARAH- They seem to be good people.   

IAN- For you everybody looks good. If it were not for me, who knows where you would be 

now! They would have taken you to prison or to a concentration camp. Maybe you would 

already be dead.  

SARAH- Don’t exaggerate (coughs). 

IAN - What would have happened if they had seen you? What  good luck that I found you in 

time. And what  good luck it is, that this house is full of secret passages, otherwise they would 

have found us both. And do you know what they would have done with us? Or don’t you 

remember what mom and dad told us before they left?  

SARAH- No, I don’t remember. It’s you who remembers, I was very small back then.  

IAN - I am the eldest and you have to do whatever I tell you. “You obey me...”  

SARAH- (finishes the sentence, bored) “... and you are here for me when I need you”. Yes, I 

know that.   

IAN- Then behave accordingly. You know it’s very risky to leave the basement and come out 

when there are people here.   

 

SARAH coughs.  

 

IAN- You are getting a cold.   

SARAH- I know.  

IAN- I’ll make you an infusion with the herbs I picked up in the forest.  

SARAH- Fine.   

IAN- But don´t leave the basement again without my permission.  

SARAH- I needed to go out.   

IAN- Why?  

SARAH - Because it’s cold down there. And it’s very dark and humid. Sometimes I go up to the 

attic to look out of that window and I see the… the … what is it called, that thing that shines so 

much in the sky? I don’t remember.  

IAN -  The moon.   
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SARAH- It’s so beautiful! And by its side there are all these small shining lights that seem to 

keep it company. They are everywhere. Stars. That’s what they are called, right?  

IAN- Yes.  

SARAH- “Moon”... “Stars”... What beautiful names!  

IAN- Well, so what?  

SARAH- Can you imagine how many things must be out there that we still have not seen? And 

all of them equally beautiful! You have seen more than me, because it’s you who goes out to 

look for food in the forest. But you don’t allow me to go out, so…  

IAN- Out there, there is a war.   

SARAH- Why can I not go out?   

IAN- It’s dangerous! I just told you - out there, there is a war.  

SARAH- How do you know it?  

IAN- When mom and dad left us hidden here, they told us as long as they do not come back to 

pick us up, that means the war is still going on. And they have not come back yet.  

SARAH- I don’t remember that.   

IAN - Because at that time you were still very small. 

 

Pause.  

 

SARAH- Maybe they’ll never come back again.   

IAN- Don’t ever say something like that, not even as a joke.   

SARAH - It’s true. What if something has happened to them?  

IAN- Nothing has happened to them!  

SARAH- What if they were caught and put into prison? What if they are very far away and 

cannot come back, or don’t remember the way?  

IAN- They said they would come back!  

SARAH- Ian...  

IAN- What?  

SARAH- What if they have died?  
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IAN- No!! That cannot be! They cannot die! They told us they would come back. They will come 

back, you will see. And we will all  live together in a beautiful house in the city. And we will be 

able to go out every day and breathe fresh air, and greet people. Because, then the war will 

have finished, Sarah. It will have finished!  

SARAH-  Sure?  

IAN- Yes!  

 

Pause. They look at each other.  

  

SARAH (resigned)- Then we will stay here, waiting for them. (Sighs) Well, what do we do now? 

Do we frighten them with the masks, as we always do?  

IAN- Yes.  

SARAH- Fine.   

IAN -  Thank you, Sarah.  

SARAH- No, thank you for taking care of me.   

 

They embrace, and then they put on some horrible masks they carry hidden in their clothes. 

  

IAN- This side, we will find them more quickly.   

  

They leave towards the right. The stage remains in a half-light shadow. From the left side,  

ANNE, ROSE, KATE, BECKY, JOHN, JOE and DAVID enter the stage. JOE’s hair is dishevelled and 

his clothing disturbed. 

  

JOE- That was too much, I've had enough of you hitting me ! 

KATE- If you give us another scare like that, every bone in your body will hurt! 

JOHN- Shall we continue with the Ouija board?  

ANNE- I quit. I have had enough scares for today.  

 



26 
 

Suddenly some distorted sounds of piano cords are heard. They all scream, scared.  

 

BECKY- What was that?  

JOE- It came from upstairs!  

JOHN (points to the right side of the stage) - There, I see a shadow!  

JOE- Come!  All stay together! Don’t get split up!  

 

IAN enters suddenly from the right side, with his mask on the face, and SARAH enters from the 

left, also with a mask on her face. Both wear disguises that give them the appearance of 

horrific spirits, and they howl. The other children get frightened and are about to flee, scared, 

towards the right side of the stage as well as towards the left side. Suddenly SARAH starts 

coughing. KATE, the last one to start running, hears it and stops. SARAH gets a fit of coughing.  

 

KATE (wondering) - Children, come back! Something is very strange here!  

  

SARAH takes off the mask in order to be able to breathe freely. IAN, trying to protect his sister, 

jumps upon KATE, howling so as to scare her. KATE gathers her courage and takes off his mask 

just when the rest of the children come back to the stage. IAN is taken aback.  

  

KATE- They are just masks!  

ROSE- Its true, they are masks!  

 

SARAH and IAN, seeing they have been uncovered, try to flee. The other children stop them and 

keep them there.  

 

JOHN- Then…. It was you.  

DAVID- So you see, these are your ghosts.  

ANNE- Who are you?  

 

IAN and SARAH do not answer.  
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JOE- What are you doing here?  

 

IAN and SARAH do not answer.  

 

ROSE- Why did you want to frighten us?  

 

IAN and SARAH do not answer.  

  

BECKY- Do you realize what you have done to the people you have scared? Do you realize?  

 

IAN and SARAH do not answer.  

 

JOE-Why did you do that? We have done nothing to you! (Threatening them) You better 

answer or I’ll slap you! Say something!  

KATE- Leave them be. Now it’s them who are scared. (Comes closer to IAN) What’s your name? 

(IAN does not answer). I see you don’t want to talk. (Comes closer to SARAH) What about you? 

What is your name?  

SARAH (a bit frightened)- Sarah.  

IAN- Don’t talk to them!  

SARAH- I’m fed up, Ian. I want this all to end.  

KATE- So your name is Ian.   

IAN- Yes.  

JOHN- And you are not ghosts.   

SARAH- No.  

IAN- You will take us to prison, right?  

JOE -  To prison?  

ANNE- Why should we take you to prison?  

SARAH - You see? They are good people.   
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IAN- That means they will kill us.  

SARAH (frightened) - Is that true? Will you kill us?  

KATE- What nonsense! Of course not!  

IAN-  That’s what is done in the war.   

ROSE- Which war?  

IAN - This war! This war that is outside! Our parents hid us here when we were small, and they 

left, telling us that we should not move from here until they came back. There was a war back 

then. I was still a child, I was only eight years of age, but I remember the explosions, the fire, 

the screaming…  

 

The others look at each other, understanding what has happened, baffled.  

  

KATE- Oh my God, they still do not know.  

SARAH - What are you going to do with us?  

KATE- Nothing.  

IAN - But … mom and dad told us if we were caught, we would be badly hurt.  

ROSE- We won’t hurt you, (Talking to the others) will we?  

ALL-  No.  

KATE- You see… what happened is…. That war ended.   

IAN- What?  

DAVID - It ended a long time ago.   

BECKY- It is true. My father was in that war. And when he came back, they gave him a medal.  

IAN- It  ended?  

SARAH -  Truly?  

KATE- There are no more explosions, no fires, no screaming, none of that anymore. 

IAN- And did it end a long time ago?  

ANNE-  Yes, quite a long time ago.  
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Pause. IAN and SARAH assimilate the news. Finally they start laughing, and then they start 

crying, repeating again and again, “it has finished”. In between, SARAH also says, “ I knew it…”. 

IAN and SARAH embrace each other finally, and then they embrace all  the others, who also 

join them in their laughter and in their crying.  

  

IAN- But...  what about our parents?  

KATE- You’ll come with us, and we will help you to find them. (Talking to the others) Won't 

we?  

ALL - “Yes”, “Sure”, “Of course”...  

ROSE- You have been living in fear.  

ANNE- Almost like animals.  

DAVID- We will take you with us.   

SARAH- We must be looking horrible, don't we?  

IAN- I am sure we do.  

 

Pause. The others look at each other and then go towards their backpacks. They take out 

combs, pins for the hair, perfume scent, shoes and pullovers. They comb their hair, put scent on 

them, and cloth them appropriately with whatever they have. IAN and SARAH let them do this, 

feeling surprised, shy and happy. When they finish tidying them up, they put everything back in 

their backpacks and put the backpacks on their backs.  

  

KATE - The sun is coming out, we can go now.   

 

They all walk with IAN and SARAH to the far left side of the stage, where the door of the house 

is supposed to be.  

 

IAN- Wait a minute.  

ROSE- What?  

IAN- Now I’m scared to leave.   

JOHN- Why?  

IAN- I don’t know if everything will be as beautiful as I always imagined it to be.  
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JOE- Listen boy, outside there, things are not perfect, none of us are perfect but it’s great.  

BECKY- Yes, life is beautiful.  

ANNE- Yes, don't be scared.  

KATE- And we will be with you. We won’t abandon you.  

 

They all look at IAN, waiting for his reaction. SARAH, feeling more confident than him, offers 

him her hand. IAN hesitates, finally takes her hand and together they leave the stage. All of 

them go out with them, except JOHN and KATE.  

 

KATE- You see, John? There is a logical explanation for everything. Ghosts do not exist.  

JOHN- So what about the sound of the piano, that we heard?  

KATE - Maybe that was also made by Ian and Sarah, to scare us.  

JOHN- Yes, maybe you are right.   

  

They both leave the stage from the left. The groaning of the door is heard while it closes. 

Silence. After a few moments, the distorted sound of the piano cords.  

  

 

CURTAIN 

 

 

 


